
Mr. McMahon and Mr. Sullivan 

AP Language and Composition 

 

Summer Reading Assignment  

 

Rationale: The purpose of this summer reading program is to provide a foundation of close 

reading and analysis that will enable a student to be successful in Advanced Placement classes 

and beyond. The AP English Language and Composition course primarily focuses on non-fiction 

prose that discusses politics, history, social sciences, and current events. We will study and 

analyze stylistic and rhetorical strategies used in various literary texts throughout the year in 

preparation for the AP examination in May.  

Assignment: Over the summer, you will be required to read In Cold Blood by Truman Capote.  

In the first weeks of school you will be given assessments that will evaluate your reading 

comprehension and writing ability. The two written assignments (Parts I and II) detailed below 

are due on the first day of school and are designed to prepare you both for these assessments and 

the course itself. 

 

Book Synopsis: On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members 

of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from 

their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues. As 

Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and 

execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing empathy. In 

Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding poignant insights into the nature of 

American violence. 

Part I – Rhetorical Analysis 

As you read, choose one meaningful, memorable passage from each section (section I 

“The Last to See Them Alive,” section II “Persons Unknown,” section III “Answer,” section IV 

“The Corner”). Each passage should be one to two pages long in the original work and clearly 

demonstrate careful selection. The passages, when viewed together, must represent one of each 

of the four divisions of participants within the literary work: the victims, the townspeople, the 

investigators, and the criminals. You may focus on these groups in any order, but consider that 

Capote will likely focus on “the victims” in the earlier sections. For each passage, you will 

photo-copy the text (or type it up) to create a clean, attractive copy; include Part, Chapter and 

Page(s) on your copy. Then, you will annotate all four excerpts using the notation directions.  

 

 



Notation Directions (for each passage): On each passage, complete (and clearly label) the 

following: 

1) In the space at the top of your passage (or on the back), clearly answer the following: 

What is happening at this point in the text? (Provide the context. Make sure to include the 5 Ws 

[who, what, where, when, why].) 

2) Mark the following elements on the excerpts: 

a. Meaningful diction (nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs) in the passage. 

Comment marginally (read: in the margin) on at least five of these words, considering: 

(1) What connotations/emotions/tone do the word choices create? (2) Are the word 

choices similar throughout the passage or is there a shift? What do the words suggest 

about the characters, setting, conflict, etc.? What is the author’s purpose in selecting these 

particular words? [Hint: In general, marginal comments will take the form of a phrase 

such as: conveys ________, shows _________, suggests _________, fitting because 

_________ , or significant because _________.] Example: In the opening passage of the 

non-fiction piece, Capote describes the “village” of Holcomb as “a lonesome area” in 

order to _____________. 

b. Meaningful punctuation choices (dashes, parentheses, ellipses, etc.). Comment 

marginally on one aspect of the syntax that seems meaningful to you. See above. 

c. Narrative strategies and one rhetorical device. (I have listed ideas in the boxes 

below; the list is not comprehensive.) Label the strategy or device marginally and briefly 

comment on its effect.  

d. Bracket around two 5-10 line blocks of text within the passage; for each, 

choose an appropriate tone. Be as precise as possible in choosing tone words; consider 

using adjectives. Again, notate the author’s purpose in creating the tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part II – “Free” Response  

After reading you must respond to ONE of the following Free Response Question 

options. This 500-600 word essay (the first three paragraphs of this document are, taken together, 

241 words long) must be typed in MLA format (12-point font, double spaced, Times New 

Roman). You will need to print and attach the essays to the back of your Rhetorical Analysis 

work (see Part I) and again, submit on the first day of class. 

 

 

 

 

Free Response Question #1 

 

The theme of American middle-class is central to Capote’s text. Read the passage from the 

section “The Last to See Them Alive” from Capote’s In Cold Blood, starting from “the master of 

River Valley Farm, Herbert William Clutter,” and ends several pages later with “had small 

reason to complain.” Then, write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how Capote uses 

the Clutter family to represent the rising middle-class in 1950’s America. Be certain to ground all 

of your assertions firmly in the text. Do not merely summarize the passage. 

 

Free Response Question #2 

 

Carefully read the passage from “The Corner” section of the book, beginning with “But had Mr. 

Jones been permitted to discourse,” and ending with “the amateur analyst reached conclusions 

not dissimilar.” Then, write a well-organized essay in which you evaluate the effectiveness of 

Capote’s inclusion of the report. Be certain to justify your stance with evidence from the text. Do 

not merely summarize the plot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Terms for use with Notation Directions, #2, a-d 

This first list, list A, are some strategies and devices for narrative writing you may be familiar 

with from English 9 and English 10: 

LIST A – Narrative Strategies 

point of view      flash forward and flashback 

events/actions/thoughts    pacing  

conflicts / tension / suspense     figurative language  

imagery      voice (of narrator) 

verb tense      sentence length (rhythm, pacing) 

irony       language (colloquial, informal, jargon, etc.) 

humor       repetitions 

focus (of a chapter, of a paragraph, etc.) 

 

This second list, list B, are rhetorical devices and terms that may be unfamiliar to you.  Look up 

the most challenging words and do the best you can to use them.  This will give you a head start 

on the new, challenging concepts will wrestle with during this coming year. 

LIST B - Rhetorical Devices 

allusion       analogy  

illustration      juxtaposition 

parallelism       tone  

rhetorical question     contrasts  

diction       comparison 

 


